AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.111 
Appln.No.: 10/670,524 


Attorney Docket No.: Q77632 


REMARKS 

Status of the Application 

Claims 1, 3-12 and 16-21 are pending in the application and have been examined. 

Summary of Substance of Interview 

Applicant thanks the Examiner for the courteous and productive telephonic interview 
conducted on August 3, 2010. During the interview, propose amendments to the claims were 
discussed which would put the application in condition for allowance. 

Applicant has amended the claims as agreed upon with the Examiner. 

Claim Rejections 

Claims 1, 3, 7, 8, 10, 11, 16, 17, 19, and 20 — 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 

Claims 1, 3, 7, 8, 10, 1 1, 16, 17, 19, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 6,652,293 to Fuchs et al. ("Fuchs") in view of U.S. 
Patent No. 5,443,403 to Weidler et al. ("Weidler") and U.S. Patent No. 5,620,333 to Boyle 
("Boyle"). Applicant traverses this rejection. 

Addressing claim 1, the combination of Fuchs, Weidler, and Boyle does not disclose or 
suggest at least an electrical connecting apparatus comprising "a board side connecting portion 
separated from a terminal side connecting portion by a wall of said housing formed at a proximal 
end of said housing; at least one discrete connection terminal disposed in the housing and having 
a proximal end extending from said wall into the board side connecting portion and a distal end 
extending from said wall in an opposite direction into the terminal side connecting portion; [and] 
a first discrete molded part for sealing said board side connecting portion and a second discrete 
molded part for sealing said terminal side connecting portion, said first and second discrete 
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molded parts separated from each other by said housing," as recited in the amended claim. 

As noted above, Applicant has amended claim 1 as agreed upon with the Examiner and 
respectfully submits that amended claim 1 is patentable over the prior art. Amended independent 
claims 3 contains features similar to the features recited in claim 1 and is therefore patentable for 
similar reasons. Claims 7, 8, 10, 1 1, 16, 17, 19, and 20 are patentable at least by virtue of their 
dependencies from one of claims 1 and 3 as well as for the recitations of their additional features. 

Claim 4 — 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 

Independent claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fuchs in view of Weidler and Boyle, and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,238,426 to Arnett 
("Arnett"). Applicant traverses this rejection. 

The combination of Fuchs, Weidler, Boyle, and Arnett does not disclose or suggest at 
least an electrical connecting apparatus comprising "a board side connecting portion separated 
from a terminal side connecting portion by a wall of said housing formed at a proximal end of 
said housing; at least one discrete connection terminal disposed in the housing and having a 
proximal end extending from said wall into the board side connecting portion and a distal end 
extending from said wall in an opposite direction into the terminal side connecting portion; . . . 
[and] a first discrete molded part for sealing said board side connecting portion and a second 
discrete molded part for sealing said terminal side connecting portion, said first and second 
discrete molded parts separated from each other by said housing," as recited in amended claim 4. 

As noted above, Applicant has amended claim 4 as agreed upon with the Examiner and 
respectfully submits that amended claim 4 is patentable over the prior art. 
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Claims 5, 6, 9, 12, 18, and 21 — 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 

Claims 5, 6, 9, 12, 18, and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Fuchs, Weidler, Boyle, and Arnett, and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,125,852 to 
Archer ("Archer"). Applicant traverses this rejection. 

The combination of Fuchs, Weidler, Boyle, Arnett, and Archer does not disclose or 
suggest at least the above-noted features of claim 4 incorporated into claims 5, 6, 9, 12, 18, and 
21 by virtue of their dependence. 

Accordingly, Applicant respectfully submits that dependent claims 5, 6, 9, 12, 18, and 21 
are patentable over the prior art at least by virtue of their dependence as well as for the recitation 
of their additional features. 

Conclusion 

In view of the above, reconsideration and allowance of this application are now believed 
to be in order, and such actions are hereby solicited. If any points remain in issue which the 
Examiner feels may be best resolved through a personal or telephone interview, the Examiner is 
kindly requested to contact the undersigned at the telephone number listed below. 
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The USPTO is directed and authorized to charge all required fees, except for the Issue 
Fee and the Publication Fee, to Deposit Account No. 19-4880. Please also credit any 
overpayments to said Deposit Account. 


Respectfully submitted, 


SUGHRUE MION, PLLC 



Telephone: (202) 293-7060 Registration No. 59,153 

Facsimile: (202) 293-7860 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 

23373 

CUSTOMER NUMBER 

Date: September 27, 2010 
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